THE   BOOK  OF
Then this creature took a candle in her hand and sought
all about her bed where she had lain all night, and the
good wife of the house took another candle in her hand
and busied herself seeking also about the bed; and at last
she found the ring under the bed on the boards. And with
great joy she told the good wife that she had found her
ring. Then the good wife, submitting herself, prayed this
39a creature for forgiveness, as well as she could. 'Good
Christian, pray for me.'
Afterwards this creature came to Assisi, and there she
met with a Friar Minor,1 an Englishman; and a devout
clerk, he was held to be. She told him of her manner of
living, of her feelings, of her revelations, and of the grace
that God wrought in her soul by holy inspirations and
high contemplations, and how Our Lord dallied to her
soul in a manner of speaking. Then the worshipful clerk
said she was much beholden to God, for he said he had
never heard of anyone living in this world, who was so
homely with God by love and homely dalliance, as she
was, thanked be God for His gifts, for it is His goodness,
and no man's merit.
Upon a time, as this creature was in church at Assisi,
there was shewn Our Lady's kerchief which she wore here
on earth, with many lights and great reverence. Then this
creature had great devotion. She wept, she sobbed, she
cried with great plenty of tears and many holy thoughts.
She was also there on Lammas Day, when there is great
pardon with plenary remission, to purchase grace, mercy
and forgiveness for herself, for all her friends, for all her
enemies, and for all the souls in Purgatory.
And there was a lady who had come from Rome to
1 See Note I.
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